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12 Mount Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island

April 14, 1959

Mr. Earl Thacker
Earl Thacker & Company
Kalakua Avenue
gonolulu, Oahu

CH.

Dear Earl:

: I have been waiting for a chance to obtain the
services of a prominent and charming secretary before I

wrote to you. I wanted to say a lot, and in a natural way;

and this I cannot do with a pen--at least the Bohemian Club

pen.

I wrote a letter to Don Pelt the other day, in which
I told him you were expecting to have him up to your ranch and
gor.ge;:en)sake to go; but whether he can read the letter I
on OoW. ,

I was astonished at myself, but the pens in the
Bohemian Club seem unsuitable for the pads on which one writes.
This is probably my fault, as I press.

In the first place, I want to tell you that since I
left Hawail I have spent a week in Palm Springs and another week
in Pebble Beach. I don't think I saw anybody of any particular
interest to you in either place, excepting that in Pebble Beach
I saw Panl Winslow and had a long talk with Ruth on the phone.
Ruth, unfortunately, has a very bad cold.

The principal news I got from the Winslows was the
fact that Paul Pagan had suffered a heart attack--the paper
sald a stroke, end there is a difference--but was recovering very
well, indeed. I also heard that Helene was carrying herself, as
might be expected, in beautiful fashion, despite this unfortunate
ooccurrence. Best information seems to be that Paul will be all

rigat.

I am going back to Newport, Rhode Island, the end
of the week by United Airlines. I will find out then exactly
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what 1s in the air regarding my work there. Since my return
from Hawall I have received a letter from the Historian of the
Navy relative thereto; and I have to make some estimates as to
time, manpower, and means of prooeeding. This I will do next

week,

Now we will revert to yourself. First, I want to
say I was delighted at your success out there. As you know,
I never had a doubt but vhat you would be successful because
you have a kind of natural gift for making friends, for doing
things for people and having them confident that you will do
your best for them, and that that best will be good.

‘ Needless to say though, I was somewhat surprised at
the greatness of your success so early. Evidentally you have
been a tremendous success, particularly in Hawaiian 1ife. I
am very pleased to think that I was at one time a partner, even

though silent. -

- I enjoyed greatly all the courtesies that you extended
to me. I liked very much visiting the ranch on Koko Head, and I
even enjoyed my ride on Kaual Boy. The ride shook me rather
severely, and I realized then that part of my flesh wasn't
entirely necessary. In fact, if you may recollect, it was this
point that I announced that I needed a brassiere. (of course,
I don't need one any more than other fellows my age,) Nevertheless,
next time I go horseback riding, I will get a horse that will
walk or gallop. .

I liked your office and I thought that it has a fine
future before it, as it already had in the past. ¥y only
thought was that it would be well 1if your son had his own private
office, because it 1s difficult for a young fellow such as he
to handle the shop from the “"center of the plaza."

I run my office with myself in the room with all of
my staff, but I do that deliberately because I am constantly
calling one or more of them into conference. I want them to
hear what I think; I also wantto hear what they think. Out of
this, I produce my best effort. :

1 enjoyed greatly meeting with many of your business
friends. Of course, some of them I already have known; but
others, such as Mr. Boswell, I did not know, and meeting them
was delightful. I plan to look them up in Boston.
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Hawail has quite a future. I would watch the
real estate business closely. This is the opinion, of
course, of a sailor who doesn't know a dam thing about 1t.
Nevertheless, I noted that there are contrary pressures :
working in different directions; and if one gets on the wrong
side, one can be pushed out. An example of this, of course,
is Mr. Kaiser's projected development right over your ranch.
This irritated me greatly, but it was to have been expected.
In fact, I learned a lot of things in talking to you, to
Betty Farrington, to Admiral Felt, to Admiral Hopwood, and .
finally here with Admiral Curts.

- The Navy 1s watching all of this with what I think
is a benign interest. It 18 my opinion that a lot of things
are going to happen there shortly--principally on the island
of Oahu. Many think that it will become largely industrial.
I think that that 1s reasonably true for certain items which
will be required in the Hawalian Islands. Whether more than
. g:eiateeldpéant will be required, ‘I don't . know, nor can I say

8 needed.

There 18 8 lot of excitement in San Prancisco today
because the Glants have been playing a ball game. Unfortunately,
I think the Giants lost, which will break the hearts of wmost
San PFranciscans. My guess was that the Giants would lose because
they ballyhooed them too much and made too big a scene over them
yesterday. As Knute Rockne said, "The boyn have been reading
their press releases."”

' Perhaps, if the San Francisco press would be less
ebullient and the people of San Francisco would not expect
too much, the Glants could well be in at the finish.

v I hope you will forgive me for not writing before this,
but .Zf I had, it would have been very short; and Earl Thacker
gets nothing short from me, ever!

looking very well, and that youpson, Dicky, was getting along
in a most successful way in the rield in which you have placed
him. You have every reason to be proud of yourself, your wife,
and your family. I am proud to know you, 0ld boy!

Finally, I want to aaﬁ;how nice it was to gee Dorothy

With my warmest Aloha, and as ever, your old friend,

R. W. BATES
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret.)




12 Mount Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island

Vice Admiral Stewart H. Ingersoll, USN
President, Naval War cOllegp
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Slim:

I will be in Newport, probably before you receive
tis letter; but there are two factors that I wish to mention
to you before I forget them.

The first and most important 18 that I was with
Admiral Nimitz the other day and had & talk with him for
about two hours on numerous things om Sir Francis Drake
to who is the President of the Nava: War College.

As regards Sir Francis Drake, the Admiral is on
a committee which is trying to establish the location in
Drake's Bay where Sir Francis Drake careened his ships and
where he cizimsd the land in behalf of the Queen.

As regards who was President of the Naval War College,
I told him Admiral Ingersoll. .

He said, "Stewart H.?"
I said, "None other."

To this he replied, (this is the best of my
recollection)

"He 18 a very able officen,and I am extremely pleaeed
that a man of his caliber is President of the War College."

,He went on a8 l1ittle bit more, but exactly what it
was, other than highly complimentary, I can't vay.

The Admiral was very concerned over the fact that my
section had been clogsed. He asked me 1f I knew why, and I said
that Admiral Burke had written to Admiral COnfolly and sald
that it was budgetary.

He askeds 5% there anyother reasons?"
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I said, "Yes, I had heard ndﬁerous ones;" and
named a few that I had heard, quoting Admiral Curts, Admiral
Pipérie,‘ and others.

Admiral Nimitz then said that he was very concerned
about 1t being stopped and that i1t would be reopened presently,
he was sure. However, he said not to use him in any way for

the present.

From this, I presume that the Admiral may be
planning to do somethin®on his own, but I don't know.

I was awfully glad to note that you are getting
along well and that the College is up to a satisfactory
peak. If 1t were not, I could have sensed it in your letter.

I am leaving Saturday night, April 18, 1959, for
the East by United Airlines; and I should be in Newport on
Sunday.

Naturally, I will bust out to see you; and I hope
by that time that you and your Mrs. are together sgain and
that her trip to Plorida has been a great value.

With many thankes for your letter, and with
best regards, I am

Very truly yours,

R. W. BATES
-Rear Admiral, USN (Ret.)




12 Mount Vernon Street
Newport, R. I.
April 27, 1959

Deayr Sam:

Since returning to Newpost I have learned that Admiral Oldendorf's
objections to your book ""Leyte'' had to do in part with my prominence
in that volume.

I am most unhappy about this because if you will recall I asked you to
leave me out of your book. 1 did this because I had heard from Admiral
Anderson that you had given me some {riendly words and I felt that this
was unwise for several reasons. These were because (a) Admiral Oldendorf
was my Commander at Leyte -~ I was merely his Chief-of-Staff wv and to
him should go the credit for his success there and (b) I felt that the use
of my name might stir up a controversy which, in view of my books (War
College Analyses) could well be of a negative nature since they are a study
of command,

Fortunately, perhaps with your approval, Admiral Anderson went to the
Nozfolk area and had a meeting with Admiral Oldendorf, at Admiral
Oldendork's request, which appears to have cleared the air in that quarter,
Admiral Oldendorf seemed to feel that somehow I had been sitting over
your shoulder and guiding your pen. Although nething could be further from
the truth, he did not choose to believe it until he had talked with Admiral
Anderson and had looked over my manuscript of the battle of Surigao Strait,
Now he seems satisfied (to paraphrase Admiral Anderson) that the book is

pure '"Som Morison' saying "I guess I charged Bates with things he did
not do, "'

Since I had already, after publication of your book, spoken to you about
the fact that I had been included too prominently therein, 1 have not
mentinned it further in any correspondence with you, and have referred to
errors of substance only. However, now that a controversy has arisen, I
am writing to you to request that you remove me from any coatroversial
position in your next printing, This I understand you are planning to do,
for which I give you thanks,

Controversies brought on by your comments concerning the Commanders
themselves are another matter, These comments are brought on by their
honest beliefs that they know the facts. They seem to forget that it is possible
they do not know the facts, for time dims all. Clausewitzs has commented
on this in his chapter on ""Analyses'' in his work "On War, "




Finally, I want to repeat what I have said before, i.e., that
you have written a fine book which, when certain errors are
corrected (including my inclusion in a too prominent way),
will be a fine contribution to the history of that vital campaign.

With best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Rear Admiral Samuel Morison, USNR {Ret)
44 Brimmer Street
Boston, Massachusetts




12 Mt, Vernon Street
Rhode Island

Newport,
Hay 7, 1989

Vics Admiral J. L, Kauffman
Prosldent, Jefferson Hedisal College
Piladel 7, Pormsylvania

Dear Reg,

I s L] &re wondering why you haventt heard from me
in view of m.le{::r and speech which you sent me es of March

6th. BHowever, at that time I was in the far West and moving from
place to place so that your letter fell far behind me. I wish
that I had received this letter beecause I have been in Hawail
where I remained for almost three weéesizs, There I had dinner
with the Commander-in-Chief (Admiral Don Pelt) und with the
Commander, Zawailan Sea Frontier (Rear Adniral Edwards Solomons).
At these parties, I asked very deofinitely if there was any one
from the War College there that I should meet, I met $wo offlocrs,
one Captaln Church--the other, whose name I have forgotten, I
asked them alao if there wasn't someone around there that was
from the War College during my days., To this they replied, "No.
We are the only ones, we think, that you might know®,

I, therefore, presumed that your son, Draper, was not
there because had he bsen there, of all le I should have
preferred to see him and this includes ) soomands,

I have the greatest admiration for Draper and I am con=
fident of his future success. He is a "ohlp off the old bloek"”
and although he operates in a different manner from you, he 1s
equally effective in his own way, I hope when I hear from you,
you will tell me that Draper was not there.

My atay in Hewall wes delightful, In addition to running
around with the Hevy, on oceasions I dined with many of your old
friends including the Dillinghems, Von Holts, Herbert Dowsetias,
Robert Thompsons, Sara Wilder and meny others. Sara Wilder is
the mother of Kinow HeVay, now known as Kinow Wilder. Rinow
18 quite concermed over the book "Abandon Ship®.




And now to your speech which ve at the 8
Cathedral on Feb 4 212:: X dm'tWMt you ho%omt

your address m% that it is fine and hit the point exactly.
In my speocchmaking, I have found that whenever you ecould bring in
the personal facstor, not only of yourself but of others well known,
the public is alerted and when in partioular you take a erack at
yourself, the public likes that even better, You 4id that in

your talk in one case where you said that Mrs, Kauffman made you
g0 to churech before she agreed to marry you,

I am here in Newport with nothing in particular to do
sxcopt primarily to straighten out my records, I have many papers
that are in mmerous boxes and in a day or so I plan to go to
Providencs and purchase & degent file cadinet from Remington-Rand,
In fast, I have already approached them sdbout this, That, in
itsell, is going to be a Aifficult job, PFor forty-sevon years,
somsbody has done this for me., In fact, cne very and
lovely lady told me over the telephons she would love the job
bus, by infersence, thought 1% sught to he a life work. As usual,
being a charming bachelor, I snorted,

I will be here when you get up here this summer and will
look forward to seeing much nore of you than during the past
yoars because I never left the Wer College until adout 1800,

I think this will hold us 8ll for the presocnt sxcept to say I
went to Jamestown this week to the christening of Frank Balsley's
youngest daughter, Mery. She was a soreanwencvey yelled at all
and tore the vell being worn by the godmother. By the way, the
godmother wore the veil for this exprass purpose, feellng i she
eould attract the childts attention, the water ete, would be of
no concern, It proved out to be right,

®ith best regards and many thanks for everything and
regrets I did not see you in Detroit, your 0ld friend




Vice Admiral Ralph Wilson
OP 04 Office of the Chief
of Faval Operations

Pentagon
Arlington, Virginia
Dear Ralph,

I received o lotter while I was in the Hawalian Islands
from ocur friend, Judge Eller asking me about contimuing to write
my volumss on Leyti Golf. He gave me a lot of questions to
answer, I thought i1t would be better toc go to Washington and
glktit over with him, but instead he wants the answers in writing

8T,

I suppose you are famillar with these questions and so
I won't bother you with them, exceptég to say in my own mingd
the proper way to handle thia whole air, 1f it is continued,
is via some college. That ia I, for example, if I were called
upon to do it, would have a contract with some college which would
have a grant for this from some foundatioh. This would obviate
any oongern over the retirement provisions concerning working for
the govermment while on retired pay status,

Admirel :_chari Conavily, Diex uonnolly to both of us,
wants this job and suggested it to Admirel Purke some months ago.
Admiral Burke replied he thought they got as much as they wanted
now and that the old thing budgetary--i,e. thers wss no money.
Admiral Eller and I am sure you, as well as Admirals Nimits,
Spruance, Curts, eto, all feel that it should be done. I spoke
to Admirel Himitz sbout this the other day and he was quite cone
cerned about this and said it would be eompleted: I am going to
write the Admlral a letter shortly. By the way, Admiral Himitz
looked fine on the Coast and I hope your Admiral, Admiral Halsey,
is also in good shape., Admiral Spruance assked about Admiral
Halsey and I think Admiral Nimitz did as well,

I am bask in Newport where I am primarily engaged in
studying and clearing my papers of many years. I suggest before
you retire you have a lot of this done by your Staff, I did, but
not enough.
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I am going to Global Strato%:;.a guest of the Naval
war College-wperhaps I shall see you .

Wwith warmest personal regards, I am, as ever
Your old friend,




Dear Mlss Ganero,

12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 8, 1959

You wWerc extremely kind to have

typed my letters for
ing how to thank you
kindly deed and your
cated a desire %o be
helpful and charming

me and I have been wonder-

for this. It was an unusually
whole manner throughout indl-
of service. %You are & very
young lady!

I decided on a box of Sherry's
candy--Sherry's is the best made in America, so
I have notified the Sherry factory in New York
to ship you a box which I hope you will en jor.
Fortunately, there is enough candy there, I think,
so you will be able to think rmore on my prescnce

there than you might
been snaller,

have thought of had the box

Many thanks for your courtesy,

Miss Beverly Ganero
111 Sutter's Street

Tery sincerely yours,

Rear Admiral R. W. Bates

San ¥rancisco, California




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 8, 1959

Dear Joe,

This letter, although perhaps in your mind somewhat belated,
1s to tell you how much I appreclated the courtesy of your office
during my stay in Sen Francisco and, in particular, the very kind
and efficient services of your secretary, Mlss Ganero. She was
always very friendly and helpful and at no time nmade me feel that
what I was doing was an imposition on her. I also heard her on-
the telephone on many occasions and I think you have a young Jewel
in her,

Tt was wonderful to see you and I feel very frankly that
you represent to me a bit of the charm of San Francisco, and you
have always demonstrated in your associations with me the friendli-
ness and good will noticeable in those California born.

I have written you a letter relative to your friend, young
Mr. Manning, which I hope will errive in time to be of service.

T want to thank you for the privilege of your automotlile,
that i1s, the city automoblile and chauffeur which you permitted
me to use on the days when the car belonged to you as a Super-
visor. Your driver was very helpful to me and the car, of course,
is a beautiful new Cadillac. I was properly impressed and so
were those who saw me in 1iti

0f course, you know that our mutusl: friend, Admiral
Oldendorf, was so concerned about Sam Hop}ison's book on Leyte
Gulf that he asked Ho;ﬁison to send someone down to discuss t
matter with him. Hear Admiral Bern Anderson from Admiral MNor 'ison's
steff went down to Norfolk and on ny return here told me about the

meeting.

I think Admiral Oldendorf, as I told you before, was
certainly justified in objecting tc having me and the Staff given,
in some places, a priority which properly belonged to him.

Since my errival here, I have spoken to Moqfison and have
written him a letter asking him for heaven's sake to accept the
corrections Admiral (ldendorf wanted, whatever they were ,because
to the Commender belongs the credit or discredit for success.

Yesterday, T received a note from Morg&son saying that he

1s meking the changes and that he admits tha I had warned him
not to write it the way he did, a&s it would create certain 1l1
feeling. Mind you, in saying this I hed not seen the volume and
1t was only when T got to california, that I got a chance to read
my brother's copy in Sacramento.
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volume which, of course, bLears no resemblance to Admiral Moryison's
book. In fact, throughout the book the credit ia given to e
Commanders concerned and the Staff is practically never mentioned.
My books discusas the "Commanders"™ and it 1s only proper that on
this basis only the Commanders he mentioned. I certalnly hope

that Admiral Oldendorf is satisfied now because, as I have sald

to you so often, I have a great admiration for him and he did a

lot for me.

Admiral Anderson showed Admiral Oldendorf the War CoiZege

Captain J. Joseph Sullivan USHR
111 Sutter's Street
San Prancisco, Californis




12 Mt, Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 15, 1959

Dear Slim,

Yesterday I received your invitation to the
Annual Global Strategy Discussions and I am hasten-
ing to reply tc it. Naturally, I accept it with a
great deal of interest. I tnink and I have always
thought that these Global Strategy Discussions were
of great importance, nct only to the students and
Staff of the War College, but to those invited ss
well.

I think that your endeavor to reduce the
number of repeaters to a limited amount and to
bring in new people is one of the greatest improve-
ments trat 1t has hed. Certainly if we are to zet
the idea of Global Strategy (and the Wavy's part
in it) into the intelligentsia of America, you can
only do it by marked changes in the attendance.

I would 1like at this pcint to offer my
services to assist you and the War College in any
way toward the handling of or entertaining of the
guests.

With best regards and many thanks for your
invitation, I am

Sincerely,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret)

Vice Admiral S. H. Ingersoll
O0ffice of the President
Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 16, 1959

Dear John,

I am back in Newport. How long I shall stay here
I haven't decided as I am in a semi-confused status., T
like Newport quite well but, in addition, I have four
brothers on the Cosst who, with their wives-~believe it or
not, are very critical of the ides that I would leave them
and live in this God-forsaken area, There 1s some truth to
what they say because the weather, as you know, hasn't been
too good; whereas in California, the sun shines, the flowers
bloom, the humidity is low and goed will is high.

I am going to Boston on Tuesday. I have an appoint-
ment there at one otclock with Dr. Sprague, my heart speclal-
i1st, and I thought 1t might be possible to get in contact
with you.

I would like to see you for two reascns. The first
and more important is Jjust to say hello to an old friend
who has recently undergone a most unhappy, shocking and
tragic experience. The other is to discover exactly what
you are doing in your firm there, because I think that a
similar item might be done out in Callfornia for another
company. I am not saying I am going to fall for the thing
but I am interested in a new company ocut there; snd if a
big company like John Hancock requires somecne of your com-
petence to help them out, 1t might well be that this company
might require something similar.

I don't want you to be concerned about =y heart.
As you know, I retired ysars ago with a heart condition and
I have 1t examined every year by the man many consider to
be the finest heart specialist in the world. I refer to
Dr. Howard B. Sprague, 1180 Beacon Street, Boston. At first
Sprague, like the Navy, declared me 100% disebled—in fact,




the Navy told me I haé about four yesrs to live. But

that seems to have passed behind us now and improved know-
ledge of heart conditions tends to zive me a better bresk,
As a matter of fact, I feel fine and look fine—for me.

The latter point 1s of interest. Dr. Sprague says in hesrt
cases locks don't mean a damn thing.

I will call you on the phone on Monday and perhaps
we can make an sppointment., If we can't, I will be in Bostcn
anyway. Witk cest regards I am, as ever

Your o0ld friend,

Vice Admiral John L. McCrea, USN (ret)
Vice President

John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company
200 Berkeley Street

Boston 17, Massachusetts




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 18, 1959

Dear Mr. Kirsch:

I received your letter with
interest and regret because I had hoped the
orchids named after me would be in full tloom.
However, the recipients say that they will be
happy to receive them in non-bloom statugs——80
if you will send them as ordered and send me
the bill to the above address, I shall be very
grateful.

I am interested in knowing
whether you have any unusual orchids which
might ve shipped to this area, other than the
ones sbove referred to.

As a matter of interest, the
weather in the summer here is more rather than
less humid; that is, there is a tendency toward
damp atmosphere and the winters are fairly cold
everaging, I presume, about 10¢F from asbout late
December through Februsry.

with many thanks for your prompt
reply to my order, I am

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Mr. Oscar M. Kirsch
2869 Oshu Avenue
Honolulu 14, Hawalil




12 Mt. Verncn Street
Newport, Rhode Island
Mey 18, 1959

Dear Hine,

It was very nice of you to sit down and write me &
note relstive to what you are doing and the fine shepe in
which you find your family. It looks to me as if you are
having a very interesting time in whst you're doling and
I have no doubt that you are of considerable value to the
Command. As you well know, we thought a lot of you at
the War College and I regretted greatly when you left.

I did like to know that you have been able to
interest some of the officers in your ship in Volume III
and 1n the Battle of Surigao Strait.

I have been in California for the past three months
but I am now back in Newport trying to orient myself to the
new status forced upon me by the dissolution of my Sectlon.
I received a wonderful letter the other day from Admiral
Burke which, while personal in nature, was extremely com-
plimentary of my performance to duty. I haven't seen many
members of the Section excepting Captaln Titus and Chilef
Sutphin. Both of them are workinz in a Secticn, a new
Section, cn advanced ideas in warfare which has been set
up in our old office. They are having quite a time shaking
down because it regquires the highest type of creative
thinking.

With many thanks for ycur letter and assurances
of the high esteem of us 2ll, I am

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. RBates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

James A. Hine, YN2, USH

Tactical Air Control Squadron TWELVE
U.S.S. BENRICO (APA 45)

c¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Prancisco, California




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 18, 1959

Dear Judge,

While I wsass in Hawall, I had the good fortune to talk
for awhile with your good friend and mine, "Jasper Holmes".
I spoke to nim about the two books that he was attempting to
write—1i.e., the story of the Coral Sea and the story of Midway.
He told me that he had done nothinz cn them because he is too
busy at the University. As you know, he is the Dean for
Admissions and has been acting as President of the University
and appeering before the Legislature for funds for the school.
He told me that Commander T. V. Tuleje, USNR at Saint Peter's
College in New Jersey was writing Midway. This greatly con-
cerned me because, although I hate to say it, Tuleja 1s more
concerned with getting out a book than he 1s with the facts
of the case. I wrote to the President of the War College con-
cerning the attack of VT EIGHT and because Lt. Gay says one
thing that he likes and Captain Gray says another thing that
he likes, he wants to accept those statements. I prepared a
paper for Admiral Ingersoll in reply to Commander Tuleja
pointing out what Lt. Gay said was not in accordance with
statements at the time, nor were Captain Gray's 1ldeas borne
out by the facts.

Evidently, bcth of them have decided to go ahead and
make Gray look better than perhaps he should appear in sny
writings.

I am not in sny way opposed to Captain Gray, although
I think he thinks I am. Actually, I sent Admirel Ingersoll
correspondence which he had back and forth witk Lt. Commander
Tule ja, USNR. In these they took several crecks at me and
Captain Gray inferred that it was only because of the assistance
of some fellow called Bill that his reputation was saved.

Actually, I presume thet he 1s referring to Captain
william H. Ashford, who was on my Staff. What is the truth
of the matter? To the best of my knowledge and beliefs, the
facts are these as re:;ards this latter point. When I was
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writing the Battle of Midway, the question of Captain Gray's
conduct with hls Fighter Group was taken up with meny officers
in the War College who were flyers. I did not rely on Captsin
Ashford's opinion alone because, althouzh I was very friendly
with Bill, he was very biassed toward aviation and aviators.

To my surprise, when I walked around the College (and the same
thing exists today) there wass considerable and some times violent
criticism of Captain Gray. I felt that these people were also
biased to & degree and I decided to put the facts as I saw them
on the table without attacking Captain Gray. ke thinks that

he was attacked. Actually, most of those, if not all of those,
who have seen the book or film feel he got a very fair deal.

I am telling you about this so that you will be
alerted to the fact that it could well be that parts of Lt.
Commander Tuleja's bock are out of phase with the facts.

I am only writing this letter to ycu now because I
happen tc find 1t in my papers as I was preparing to file
my documents in a new series of file catclnets which I have
purchased from Remington-Rand.

I hope to be down in Washington one of these days.

I am not expecting the above information which I
have given to be passed around—it is purely for your own
information as & historian of the Navy and is, in a sense,
in confidence ss the letters to Vice Admiral Ingersocll from
Captaln Gray could be so classed as they were not addressed
to me.,

With test regards,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral E. M. Eller
Historian of the Ma2ln Navy
Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C.




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 18, 1999

Gentlemen:

In your Volume LXXX, Number L, October, 1956 of The
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biograephy, you published
an article by Milton W. Hamilton on "Auzustus C. Buell,
Fraudulent Historian". In view of the fact it is my under-
standing there is a film belng produced now on John Paul Jones
reportedly based on Buell's history of that gallant officer
anc the fact, for some reascn, John Paul Jones 1s once again
in the limelight, I desire to obtain about six copies of Mr.
Hamilton's article. I certainly hope that these are 1ln stock
but if you cannot give me six, even one would be very much
appreciasted. I realize that they must be paid for so if
you will send both the offprints snd the blll to me at 12
Mt. Vernon Street, Newport, Rhode Islsnd, I shall be very
happy to pay the necessary costs,

I have never heard of your fraudulent historian
until Rear Admiral Samuel Morison USNR, the eminent Hesrvard
Eistorisn told me about it. Tor your Ilnformation, Admiral
Morison is presently writing what he hopes willl be an honest
history of John Paul Jones.

Very truly yours,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography
Historical Soclety of Pennsylvania

1300 Locust Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvanisa




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 18, 1959

Dear Jack:

Now that you have retired from head of the Navy
League of the United States, I feel it necessary to write
you a letter and tell you how strongly I feel about your
devotion to your Country and your service to the Flag in
that assignment. Evidently, from all sources, the opinion
seems to be that you excelled and that the Country and
the Navy have both profited by your superior performance
of duty. I use the word duty advisedly because 1t is
duty in the full sense. This word duty from the dictionary
means that thing which a person cught to do; thing that is
right to do. Certainly in your mind you felt that this
was a responsibility and, in fact, an obligation. Had
you not felt that way about it, you 1likely would not have
been so successful,

I feel thst though you are now no longer President
of the Navy League, you will always maintain your deep
interest in the Navy and in the War College. I know that
Admiral Ingersoll is communicating with you pretty stesdily
and I am sure you are wllling to glve up some of your time
as you did in the past toward helping out the College to
make effective, in the highest way, the Global Strategy
Discussions.

I don't know, as yet, whether you are coming to
these discussions or not but I have been invited and I
have accepted the invitation. It seems toc me 1f you are
any good at pool, that s 1little relasxation iIn that field
up here and in doing something you love to do wculd be very

acceptable.

I called your house before you left to learn (a)
whether you had come through in a satisfactory manner at
Mayo's and (t) to wish you well in your Navy Lesazue meeting
in Philadelphia. To my celisht I found out you had passed




your physical examination in beautiful style and that you
had zone to Philadelphia with that old Irish punch that
you know so well how to use.

I am fine!
With best regards to you and to Mary, I am

As ever,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral John J. Bergen USKNR
4O Wall Street
New York, New York




12 Mt, Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 20, 1959

Dear Red,

I am very sorry that I have taken this time to
thank you for your kindness in giving me a card to the
Qutrigger Club and in being otherwlse quite friendly to

me.

I remember well my old asscclations with you with
the Morning Advertiser when I wrote "Yachting" and whers,
under the spell of your Hoomalimall and Bill Peet's strong
alcoholic breath, I learned the srt of being a newspaper
man of limited scope.

No one could have been more plesased than I was
to see your face at my hotel, The Kiaul@ni, and I was
impressed with the fact that despite your arthritic pro-
blems you faced the world very gayly. You are quite a
man! I enjoyed the Outrigger Club the times I was there
slthough, very frankly, I only used it twice. One of these
timesI was a guest of the manager of the Sheraton Hotels
there and the cther time I went on my own. The Club
seems to me tc be vastly improved from the days when
I was in Eawall before and I think you all deserve a lot
of credit.

I was interested to discover from the press that
they had finally named Hawaiil the "Aloha" state. This
bothered me somewhat because I felt and had told Senator
Lee and Betty Farrington and numerous others that the
symbolism of the many bloods and races which make up the
islands could not be expressed by the word "aloha". Every-

one agreed with me about this and we had pretty serious
discussions, nowever, I have to admit that I did fcorecast
that the word "aloha" would be accepted in the end., I

am kind of glad that it i1s so because I searched very
hard to find a word which suited the situation and was
never able to really find one. For example, I recommended
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"Polynesian" which wasn't quite snough; others recommended
"melting pot" and names of that kind. Since all auto plates
have "alocha"™ on them and "aloha™ 1s in use and has teen in
use for many years, the choice of that word was wise.

I am sending you herewith s race scheduls for
our club here in Newport, the Idas Lewis Yacht Club. I
have marked the principal races this year which embrace
{mportant factoers. Last year, of course, we had the
America's Cup, raced for by the 3ritish and which we won
easlly with the Columpia. This year we don't have too
much. As you can see, we have the Annepolis-Newport Race
and the New York Yacht Club Races off Newport., However,
most of the races are local. Next year, it is not unlikely
we wWill have the Bermuda Cup Race and, pessibly, another
International Challenge for the America's Cup.

Once agsin, thanks for all your kindness to me.
Congratulations on your wonderful mental attitude toward
1ife and upon your success in your chosen profession,

As for myself, as you csn see, I am back here in Newport
trying to zet organized after three months touring the

wWest.
My very best aloha, I am as ever

Your old friend,

Mr. "Red" ¥cQueen
Sports Editor

The Morning Advertiser
Honolulu, T. H.
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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 22, 1959

Dear Swede,

I have received notification from the Naval Academy
that they have accepted a chair in your honor which, as T told
you btefore, I was very happy to donate.

It irritated me greatly to think the football captailns
were not recognized by the Naval Academy rather than by the
system now in effect.

Your plaque will have on it as follows:

First line: Harvey Edward Overesch

Second line: Vice Admiral, U. S. Navy

Third line: Class of 1915

Fourth line: U.S.N.A. Foctball Captain 1914

I decided to leave off any concept of a donor snd just
to leave it there as a symbol of what you represented to your
Class, to the Naval Academy and later to the Navy. I hope all
of this meets with your approval.

Although I wrote you a long letter about all of this,
I want to repeat that I never had a better time anywhere than
I had st Pebble Beach with you and Emily. As I said then,
despite all of your honors and the various viclssitudes of 1ife,
you have hardly changed at all. You are magnificently simple
in the manner of Admi-al Spruance——s higher compliment than that
I could not pay. \

I have been working pretty hard here at the War College
and in town. I am going to the Global Stratezy Discussions
which really begin next Monday and continue for twc weeks,
slthough the civilian guests actually arrive the following week.
It is a highly interesting thing, ss I feel that I was one of
the founders although, of course, the President of the War
College who at the time was Vice Admiral Donald Beary was respon-
sible for it and for the decisions. The basic idea really came
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from now Admiral "Cat" Brown who 1s presently CINC SOUTH and,
to a degree, from Rear Admiral John J. Berzen USNR recently
President of the Navy League of the United States. The
interesting thing about this Global Strategy 1s thst it has
been copied by the National War College, Air Force War College
eand Army War College. This irritates us to a degree becsasuse
it takes 2 lot of possible candidates away from one or other
of the institutions. However, it is all good for the Country.

Please tell me sbout your eye when you get a chancs.
The fact that I haven't heard anytuing from you, leads me
to fear that things may not be quite ss good ss was hoped.
I sincerely trust I am wrong.

with best regards to a great fellow and a wonderful
wife, I am as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Vice Admiral Harvey Edward Overesch
Box 463
Pebble Beach, Californisa




12 Mt. Vernocn Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 29, 1959

My dear Mr, Weinwrignt:

Thank ycu very much for
your kindness in sdvising Dr. Eamilton of my
desire to obtain some offprints of Mr. Ruell's
strange tiograchy.

I appreclate your offer
to send me scme of this issue should T need them.
At the present moment, I don't because the need
has temporarily died. 1 was questioning the
script of a film but since I haven't seen the
script and since the script has now been made
Into a film, I don't see what I can do about it.

With many thanks for your
kindness, I am

Sincerely,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Mr. Nicholas, B. Wainwright, Editor

The Pennsylvanias Mageszine of Elstory and Blography
The Eistorical Society of Pennsylvania

1309 Locust Street

Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvanis




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 29, 1959

Dear Admiral Nimitz:

I certainly enjoyed my visit with you
and I have told your friends here, notably Admirsls Yarnell
and Taffinder, of my meeting with you and the wonderful
shape both you and Mrs. Nimitz appear to be in.

This was good news to them, because every
one has a great affection for you and they hope that you
will remain well, shall we say forever.

I noted in the Sunday Morning New York
Times that the film John Paul Jones is to have its premiere
in New York on June 1léth. Since this film is dedicated to
you and since Jones i1s one of our real nsval heroes, I am
locking forward to seeing it. It i1s my understandingz that
it is extremely well done and has met with the approval of
both the SecWNav and the CNC.

You will be glad to know that the Ysrnells
are really fine. I went to a meeting there the other day
and both the Admiral and Mrs. Yarnell, while showins signs
of age, were mentally quite alert and reasonably actlve.
Admiral Taffinder, who has not been locking toc well recently,
now looks very well indeed. I understand that Mrs. Taffinder
is likewise well, but I hsve not seen her.

I have read your pamphlet on Sir Francis
Drake with a great deal of interest and pride. The interest
comes from, of course, the fact that I nave studied Drake
for years and have long known of his place on our shores.
The pride comes from ths fact that you have teen so interested
anu so active and so understandinz as to put out such an
interesting article, which I have no doubt, Is pretty right.

We are getting ready for our Glcbal Strategy
Discussions, of which I am a member, where we have about 190
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top reserve officers——about 100 top civilisns——and a number
of top active duty officers, such as Admiral Gerald Wright,
as members of the panel. This is done, of course, for the
enlizhtening of student officers here and is the end of thelr
course. It hss proved to te highly effective.

Let me wish you and Mrs. Nimitz a wonderful
summer and let me, once again, tell you what a Joy it is to
me to see ycu both snd to see how wonderfully alert you are
in 2ll ways.

With best regards, I am

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Pleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN
728 Santa Barbara Road
Berkeley, California




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
May 29, 1959

Dear Dick,

I received your letter of May 18th with a great deal
of pleasure and I am looking forward to being present at the
Post College Commencement Exercises on the thirteenth of June.

I have the cape obut, of course, I do not have the cap
nor the robe, Would it be possible to have one of your Staff
get me the above cutfit. My cap shculd be size 73.

I have delayed replying to ycur kind invitation Lecause
I was puzzled over going to the party that is being given for
Mr, Feldman on the previous night.

I wondered whether there would be any chance you were
going to this party and, if so, were you planning to drive
tack home that night. If ycu were, could T ride basck with
you. I also thought that I micht spend a couple of days
with you after all of this provided, of course, that your
house 1s not full; ctherwise, vecause of the nest I shsll
find it necessary to return to Newport.

The Senicr Reserves are at the War College now and
the visiting firemen will srrive Sunday and Monday, so the
Glocal Strategy will be fully underway on Monday, June 1lst.

I hope things are -soing well with you and lielen. Best
rezards, as sver

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admirsl (ret.)

Admiral EFichard L. Conolly, U.S.N. {ret.)
President, Long Island University

P. C. Box 247

Greenvale, L. I. New York




"9 June 1959

Dear Slim:

Now ‘that Global Strategy is completed and I have had
the privilege of being a zuest there, I feel it only proper
that I write to you to express riy appreciation and to give
to you some thoughts that I have in the matter. ,

But before doing so I wish to say that I thought that
She Global Strategy Discussions were successful and up to
" the highest standards. .

Hy comments, ﬁhich I have divided undér varlous headings,
are as follows: ‘

(2) Prelininary Information.

. It would appear that this was adequate for those
that read 1t. Some of the civilisns had read a ireat deal
of 1%; others had not. In uy coamittee those who had read
the advance information contrilbuted quite well to the whole.

(b) Committee 1h:

This was my committee. 'This committee was fortunate
to have had Colonel R.L. Stalilin:s, USMC, as lbderator. The
Colonel was outstanding in this assignment. Having prepared
himself thoroughly with many init2lligent notes and broad
reading, he was emliaently ablc to control his committee so
that, cxcept for the first doy when the members were "shaking
down", the committee was kept on the general subjects scheduled
and was not allowed to wander very far off the subject matter.
The Deputy Hoderator, Cormander J.T. Law, was equally effec-
tive.

The members of the comaiittee (eivilians, Reserves,
Staff and Students) provided a broad cross section of the
more intelligent publlc and all helped to maintain the inter-
est of the committee on the subject matter. Needless to say
I was very pleased with ny comiittee., If other comlitees
were as effective as mine I au sure that much was gained by
all. I would not change the cormittee system nor would I




have uore than ‘ur civilians in any coxmni‘:e as the Reserves
provide an additional civilian source. Less than three civi-
lians would seem to be unfortiunate.

(<) Plenary Session.

I think that the Plenary Session was 1ln general very
well done and very well handlcd. However, it contained one
departure from established usagce which was so vital to my
cencep’ of the Plenary Session that I feel that I rmust comuent
on i1t adversely. This is the fact that no comient was per-
mitted elther on the comaitbec presentations or on the
individual presentations. This had the 11l effect of denying
one or iioire of those who disagrecd a chance to express thelr
views, and thus awakened the thought processes of the
listeners to the disagreements.

If the time factor intexferes, then I reconmend that
the Plenary Session cormiensc oo 0645 and extend 1f necessary
to 1200 (noon). The compleiicn time would be a function of
the noderator. _

(d) Entertainment Schedule.
This schedule was excellent except for the followling:

(1) A1l committees should lunch in the Coumlssioned
Officcrs' liess (open). This haco the advantase of permitting
members of the commibttee to sit wlith other cormiittees or at
least Lo weet other civilians. I feel rather strongly about
this for I feel sure that this is one reason why civilians
. attend. As it was I met very feuw of the civilians other than
those in ny own committee,

(2) The Thursday night ball should be stopped sharply
at midnicht (2400) and should not be permitted to drag on
thereafter. A Notice to this citTect should be pronulzated in
the basic directives. This will nake 1t possible for the
conmitice nenmbers to obtain a sood rest before the Plenary
Sesgicn conmeneins at 0845 (sce (¢) above.)

(¢) Lectures.

: I think that all five basic lectures (Ingersoll,
Barnett, Carney, Acheson, Burke)} were very mich to the point
vere well received, and provided a fine backzround for the
daily ddscussions, The Chiefl ol Staff's introductory remarks
were likewise to the point and wcll received.




(1) There is some quesiion as to the wisdom of having
the coumittees determine the "National Interestc and Objec-
tives" rather than to have then consider some already deter-
mined by the War College. The reason for this is that some
sections zot lost on semantics and much valuable tine was
wasted,

(2) There was a tendency in some cormittees to drop
the ajzenda in order to listen to narratives by somie members -
generally a civilian member. For example one or nore in my
commlttee wished me to comment on Leyte Gulf and were upset
when I did not do so.

My suggestion here is that since such narratives,
while highly interesting, dc not in general contribute to the
discussions, all moderators be directed to endeavor to delay
thenn until the lunch hour when over the luncheon table the
narratlives can be well and effcctively told.

(3) At the end of each day Committee 14 prepared a
daily summary of the day's discusslon. A copy of this
sumaary was made avallable caci. morning to each newmber of
the conmlttee at which tiuie 1t was reviewed for possible
improvenenit.,. It was not :ade avsilable to other coumittees
nor %o the Naval War Colleze.

Since this sunmary proved successful in Commlttee
14, it is recommended that all committees be directed to pro-
vide such dally sunmaries and further that a copy of each such
sumnmary be made avallable to the Naval War Collese. This would

provide a means of indicating:

b
c

thought processes of each couniittee, i
relative conpetcency of each commiliiteeamyd

gai rate of progress of each committee

s would agssist the staff moderator in determining what
comutittees, 1f any, required assistance and which were best

sulted vYo gppear in the Plenary Sesslon.

() Pinal Remarks.

Heretofore I have attended the GSD largzgely as an
observer, but this time I attended it as a full-fledged
participant. Therefore I fecel that I am qualified to say how
valuable I ¢think that they are and how stronsly I feel that
they should be contilnued frou: year o year.

F. W. BATES
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret.)




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
June 10, 1959

Dear Admiral Pratt,

I am forwarding herewith an offprint from
The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography referring
to Augustus C. Buell, PFPraudulent Historian. I would have
sent thils long ere this but I did not receive 1t until the
other day. I would aprreciste its return as these sare
practically unavailable.

Admirsl Sam Morison, the Historian, is
now in Newport and I took him to lunch on Sunday. I sccke
to him about this Buell write-up snd sbout the Paul Jones
film, He says that he had the chance to take a quick lock
at the script and he feels confident that most cof the film
was wrlitten from Ruell's fraudulent story of John Paul Jones.
I am saying this to you In confidence recause I think you
should know what Moriscn thinks. It will be really too bagd
if that is so. I tolé Aémiral Moriscn what you hed said
about the writers visiting the Earl of Selkkirk (?) btut
Admiral Morison sncrted, saying, "what was to be galined from
that". I hope thst Admirsl Morison 1s wrong end that your
film 1s actually tased upon the truth, rather than the
unfortunate tales developed by our equally unfortunate historian
Buell.

I am most certainly planninz to see this film
and I hope its premiere in New York on the 16th is very success=-
ful. Since the Navy has its background, in part, on the valor
of John Paul Jones, I hope that at least this part of the film
is well presented.

With best wishes to yourself, I am, ss ever

Yours sincerely,

R W. Bates
Resr Admirsl (ret.)

Resr Admiral John Pratt (ret.)
2139 Wyoming Avenue
Washington ¢, D. C.




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
June 10, 1959

Pear Mr. Kirsch,

No one could have been more surprised
than I was, upon my return to Newport, toc have heard
nothing from Mrs. Cary about the orchid I had ordered
for her. So I called her house--she was away-—and her
staff said that an orchid plant had arrived.

Later I saw Mrs. Cary who, believe it or
not, I not only know very well but had promised to send
her an orchid from Hawaii. Evidently, she forgot all
about this. She informed me that she had written to
you to discover who had sent it but before hearing from
you, she had learned that it was I. So there you arge
all is well!

Mrs. Ingersoll has informed me that the
"aAdmiral Bates" orchid had arrived. She seemed gquite
pleased to receive it but was concernsd that no instruc-

tions had been received about how to care for it. I
presume that you sent your instructions by separate mall.
Who else recelved an orchid?

I hope to purchase other orchids as time
passes. Thank you for your assistance 1in this matter
and for sending me the Cary letter.

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Mr. Oscar M. Kirsch
2869 0Oahu Avenue
Honolulu 14, Eawail




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
June 10, 1959

Dear Joe,

Glcbal Strategy 1s over and since I was s participant
for the first time, I wes pleased to note its success.
Certainly the committee thet I was in was very well hendled
and I have written a letter to Admiral Ingersoll thereon. T
not only wrote it to him tut I went over and saw him, with
the result that nrext year there will be some changes, more
on procedure than on fsct.

Your friend, Mr. Forbush——I say your friend advisedly
because I ssw little, if anything, of him-—seemed to have done
well in his committee and it was with regret that the com-
mittee reported he had left and woculd not be present at the
Plenary Session. His committee told me that he worked very
assiduously and gave a lot of his time to the successful
pursuit of his committee's provlems.

I am writing to you about this because I was a little
disappointed that I was never able to find him, even thougzh
I went into his own committee. He was usually missing and
the times did not cross. Unfortunately, when one is in a
committee, if the commlittee is run as tightly as ours was,
one sees very few other people there. This 1s one of my
kicks and next year's plans will be made so the civilians
will have a better opportunity of seeing one another.

I missed you, my friend, at Global Strategy but I
think that my forecast was correct—there were very few
here of the older gzrouv. In fact, everyone, so far as I was
concerned, seemed new except Jack Bergen, HEe came as s
civilian althouzh he wcre a uniform the whole time. He did
this, I think, because he wanted to come as a reserve officer
and it is nect unlikely that he got himself credited for this
service. Cushing and I played Bevgen =2nd Enos Curtin from
his office in New Ycrk, three games of pool. Cushing and I
won the first two by a wide margin cut the last time we played,
they won ty a very close margin. Everyone was very happy
about it—so that victory having rested on toth sides, there
was no titterness. There never would be where Jack was con-

cerned anyway.




I hope all is well with you and your family. My
regards to your secretary. With best wishes to yourself, I am
as ever

Your o0ld friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Capteln J. Joseph Sullivan USNR
111 Sutterts Street
San PFrancisco, Celifornis




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newpcrt, Rhode Island
June 15, 1959

Dear Judge,

We have just completed Globzl Strategy and, believe it or
not, two of Admiral Halsey's people were here st the time. One
of them, Admiral Csrney, gave a very fine presentation on military
matters and the other, Ham Dow, who is now with Westinghouse,
telked to me about the letter that he had written to Admiral Burke.
He also told me that he had seen Admiral Burke about completing
this project of mine and that the Admiral seems favorably disposed,
providing the work would be done under a contract. The point of
interest here is what kind of contract. Certainly a contract with
the Government could not be what he means, unless it came from
some fund other than the one which Burke claimed had caused him

tec fold me up.

Admiral Caerney wrote a strong letter to Admiral Sam
Morison relative to Morison's Leyte. I was not included as an
addressee but Admiral Carney told either Admirsl Morison or Rern
Anderson that he wished me to have a copy.

In this letter, and this part I did see, Admiral Carney
announced that I was very able in my analysis, that he strongly
recommended that I (Bates) complete it and personally told me that
having read my works, he had great faith in me and in my ability.
What he did with this letter other than to send it to Admiral
Morison, I don't know because Morison has no say as to whether or

not I am to complete Leyte, although he might make 2 recommendstion
thereon., Carney also salc something like this, "Bates is more inti-
mately familiar with the Seventh Fleet operations thsn he is with
the Third Fleet".

I saw Carney at Admiral Ingersoll's after his address
tefore the GSD groups and I told him that I was quite interested
In these latter remarks because Admiral Kirkaid had said to me,
"how do you divorce yourself from the Seventh Fleet?". Upon this,
Carney roasred with laughter and said, "well, you're a SOB then
from coth sides". But he had to admit these twWwo statements—one
by himself and one by Kinksid--showed that my tooks were probably
about rizht. This was most gratifying.

With best regards I am, as ever

Your o0ld friend,

R. W. Bates

Rear Admiral E. M. Eller Rear Admiral (ret.)

Cnhnief of History, Main Navy
Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C.
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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Islsnd
June 16, 1959

Deer Ted,

I received your card about your meeting in New
York with Billy Schott and Tully Shelly. It gave me 8
kind of nostalgia because they are old friends and just
to be with them would have prevoked old snd happy memoriles.
However, I could not be there as I was in Global Strategy
here at the Naval College. I was a member of the Discus-
sions Group which kept me busy for two weeks and I feel
that I profited and I hope that others profited from me.
My college work is now largely over and I think thet after
awhile I will be avallsable.

I should like to talk to Tully on the telephone
but I have lost his address. Could you tell me what
it 1s. I will do the rest.

It 1s very thoughtful of you to endeavor to hold
the 1little group together and I appreciate your loyalty
and friendship. You are quite s fellow and 1t 1s too bed
that you sre just far enough away so that I never see
much of you any more. Why did you sell your Care Cod
estate? I know why tut I am sorry.

As usual, the weather is very variatle here and
if I don't catch pneumonis, I will be lucky. The tempera=-
ture has dropped 110° and though I like it, I em not entirely
sold on it.

My present plans are to be in Newport for some
time, with side swings on occasions prcbably to Canada.
There are & lot of places in this area I have not seen
snd I am a little tired of Thames Street. However, I
rarely see 1t so that is helpful. This City 1s mocving




out slong Broadway and out slong Bellevue, so that the
crowded Thames Street of yesteryear is becoming less and
less so. The Thames Street people are going to have to
get on the ball or they will be forgotten. This 1s not
original with me. This is the thought of a lot of people.

Tske care of yourself., Let me hear from you
from time to time, as I certainly dcn't want to lose you
in the shuffle. Best regards, as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Mr. Edward Breed

165 West Schocl Lane
Germantown, Philadelphila
Pennsylvanisg
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